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There are just appeared three new Epistles on History,
addressed to Mr. Gibbon by Mr. Hayley8. They are good
poems, I believe, weight and measure, but except some
handsome new similes, have little poetry and less spirit.
In short, they are written by Judgement, who has set up
for herself, forgetting that her business is to correct verses,
and not to write them, Mr. Gibbon, I doubt, will not be
quite pleased; for as the I&pistles have certainly cost the
author some pains, they were probably commenced -before
the historian's conversion to the court, and are a little too
fond of liberty to charm the ear of a convert, which too the
author wants to make him in another sense, and that will
not please, unless he has swallowed his Majesty's professions
as well as his pay.

In another new publication, called Antiquities and Scenery
in the North of Scotland, I have found two remarkable
passages, which intimate doubts of the antiquity of Ossian,
though the author is a minister in Banff. The first, in
p. 77, says, 'if only like a morning dream the visions of
Ossian came in later days/ The other humbly begs to
know, p. 81, how Fingal became possessed of burnished
armour, when the times knew not the use of steel and iron.

My quondam friend, George Montagu, has left your friend
Frederic five hundred pounds a year. I am very glad
of it.

I have heard what I should not repeat, as I do not know
that it is true, but to-day I see it in the papers: in short,
they say that the unfortunate Knight of the Polar Star*
has disappeared. The reason given is that a demand of
300,OOOZ. more for finishing the sumptuous edifice where
Somerset House stood, having been made to the House of

8 William Hayley (1745-1820), the 9 Sir William Chambers, the archi-
poet, the friend and biographer of teot, created a Knight of that order
Cowper.                                                by the King of Sweden in 1771.his time Bishop of Lichfield and     1788.    He was First Lord of the
